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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (Acres) 

Population  (Estimated) 

Number  of  separately  rated  hereditaments 
as  at  1st  April,  1955  » • 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  31* 3* 55) 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 
( as  at  31 • 3 » 55 ) 


55,770 

5,290 

1,937 

20,452 

83/0/8.043 


The  chief  occupations  of  the  inha.bitants  of  the  District  are 
directly  or  indirectly  associated  v/ith  agriculture.  The  District 
is  a very  popular  holiday  centre  and  many  hotels,  boarding  houses 
and  farms  specialise  in  seasonal  catering. 


1, 


of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 


Bideford  Rural  District 


Cleverdon  House, 
Bradvvorthy  o 
August,  1955  <■ 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen; 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  dealing  v/ith  the  Public 
Health  and  general  conditions  of  the  district  during  the  year 

1954  o 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

N,  Bo^ATcing  Betts, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
- - - oOo  - ~ - 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  for  England  and 
Wales 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
32id  still)  Births 


1954 

17.5 

15.2 

31.2 


DEATHS 

Death  Rats  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  ..  7.0 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated  resident  population  ..  8.7 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales 


7.3 


DEATHS  PROM  PUERPER/lL  CAUSES  Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths  (Live  and  Still  Births) 

1954  1954 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ....  0 0 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  . . 0 0 


Total 


0 


0 


DEATHS  OF  INFAHTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 

Logitimate 

Illegitimate  ... 


Total 


DEATH  RATE 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  "births 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 
(England  and  Wales) 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (All  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (All  ages)  » <. 

Deaths  from  V/hooping  Cough  (All  agGs)o. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (Under  2 years).. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  iiREA 
HOSPITALS 

1.  TUBERCULOSIS 

There  are  no  hospitals  for  the  receiption  of  tuberculous 
patients  in  this  district.  Advanced  cases  are  usually 
treated  at  Hawley  Sanatorium,  Barnstaple,  Convalescent 
patients  from  this  district  are  sometimes  sent  to  the 
Devon  County  Council's  large  and  well  equipped  sa,natorium 
at  Hawkmoor,  South  Devon. 

2.  ISOLATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Any  cases  of  infectious  diseases  which  cannot  be  isolated 
or  properly  cared  for  at  home,  are  conveyed  to  the  North 
Devon  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  which  comprises  30  beds, 

4 cots  and  8 observation  cubicles. 

During  1954  4 cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
from  the  Bideford  Rural  District, 

3.  SMALLPOX 

The  Smallpox  Hospital  of  the  Devon  County  Council  provides 
treatment  for  any  case  of  smallpox  that  may  arise  in  this 
district . 

4 . GENERAL 

The  Bideford  and  District  Hospital  serves  the  'district 
extremely  well  for  General  Medical  and  Surgical  treatment. 
The  Hospital  contains  about  51  beds.  Hospital  facilities 
are  also  available  at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary,  Barnstaple, 
and  the  Royal  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital,  Exeter, 

5.  MATERNITY  CASES 

Maternity  cases  may  be  admitted  to  the  North  Devon 
Infirmary,  Barnstaple  and  also,  by  arrangement  with  the 
Devon  County  Council,  to  the  Grenville  Nursing  Home, 

Bideford . 

6 . DI STRICT  NUI3 SING 

There  are  six  District  Nurses,  all  qualified  midwives, 
v/orking  in  the  district. 


1954 

2 

0 


2 


21.5 
21.9 

25.5 
10 

0 

0 

0 
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7. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


Bacteriological  examinations  are  undertaken  Ly  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  at  7 Dix's  Field,  Exeter,  the 
Director  is  Dro  Moore. 

Chemical  analyses  are  carried  out  by  Public  /analysts, 

Messrs.  Tickle  & Reynolds,  of  Queen  Street,  Exeter. 

8.  DISINFECTION  OF  INFECTED  BEDDING  AilD  CLOTHING 

By  arrangement  v^ith  the  Bideford  and  District  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  Board,  any  infected  bedding  and  clothing  can  be 
disinfected  in  the  steam  disinfecting  apparatus  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

9.  /vMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

There  is  a St.  John  iUnbulance  stationed  at  Bideford,  which 
serves  the  rural  district.  There  is  also  a separate  am-bulance 
stationed  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  which  is  used  for  the 
conveyance  of  patients  suffering  from  any  of  the  notifiable 
infectious  diseases. 

10.  ANTE -NATAL  CLINICS 

An  ante-natal  clinic  is  held  at  Bideford. 

11.  CHILD  7/SLFARS  CLINICS 

There  are  Child  \7elfare  Clinics  held  at  Hartland  and  Bideford. 

12.  VENEREAL  DISEASE 

A Clinic  for  venereal  disease  is  held  at  the  North  Devon 
Infirmary  twice  v^^eekly, 

1 3 . ORTHOP/JCDI C CLINI C 

A Clinic  is  held  twice  a month  at  Barnstaple  and  Bideford 
Hospital . 


14.  BIRTH  CONTROL  CLINIC 

A Clinic  is  held  once  a month  at  the  North  Devon  Dispensary, 
Barnstaple . 


PREVALENC 

E OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

NOTIFICATIONS 

Diseases 

Total 

Cases 

number 

admitted 

of  cases 

to 

Total 

notified 

hospital 

death 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

2 

0 

0 

Dysentery 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

2 

2 

1 

and  Polioencephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

4 


PREVALENCE  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


— NU'Tl'FrC'ATTOTNr'" 

( Contd. ) 

Diseases 

Total 

Cases 

number 

admitted 

of  cases 

to 

Total 

notified 

hospital 

deaths 

Measles 

• • 

1 

0 

0 

V/hooping 

Cough 

. . 

1 

1 

0 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Lethargica. . 

• • 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro 

Spinal 

Mening 

itis . . 

• • 

0 

0 

0 

AGE  INCIDENCE  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Scarlet 

V/ho  oping 

Acute 

Polio , 

Fever 

Cough 

Paralytic 

Non-Paralyt: 

M 

P 

M P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

Under  1 

yr.O 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1-2  yrs. 

0 

0 

0 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3-4  " 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5-9  " 

Q 

0 

0 0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

10-14  " 

0 

1 

0 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15-24  ” 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25  & over 

0 

0 

0 0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Total 

0 

1 

0 1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Measles 

M 

P 

M 

Under  1.  yr. 

e • 

. , 0 

0 

0 

l-*2  yrs . • • 

. . 

0 

0 

0 

3-4  " 

• • 

0 

0 

0 

5-9  " 

• e 

0 

0 

1 

10-14  " 

o e 

0 

0 

0 

15-24  " 

. . 

0 

1 

0 

25  & over  . . 

1 

0 

0 

Total 

e • 

1 

1 

1 

DIPHTHERIA  IIMUNISATION 


A high  proportion  of  the  children  under  15  years  of  age 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  above  scheme.  Each  school  in 
the  district  has  been  visited  by  the  School  Medical  Officer 
for  this  purpose. 

TUBER CULO SIS 


The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  remaining  on  the 
register  v\^as  as  follows 


31st  Dec, 
1954 

(a)  Pulmonary  Males 

Females  . . 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary  , , Males 

Females  . . 


5 

6 
2 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
( Contd. ) 


Total 

Cases 

on 

the 

Register , 

December 

31st, 

1954 

e 0 

e o 

23 

It 

!1 

ti 

IT 

n 

tt 

fi 

1953 

• e 

o e 

27 

II 

11 

tt 

tt 

It 

ft 

It 

1952 

O 0 

0 • 

26 

11 

It 

tt 

?T 

It 

tl 

11 

1951 

0 0 

24 

n 

11 

Tt 

tt 

It 

tl 

It 

1950 

0 o 

23 

II 

11 

tt 

tt 

It 

tl 

11 

1949 

9 » 

21 

11 

II 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tl 

It 

1948 

• • 

24 

II 

1! 

tt 

IT 

tt 

If 

II 

1947 

0 0 

22 

11 

II 

tt 

It 

tl 

It 

11 

1946 

0 • 

21 

11 

il 

tt 

tl 

tt 

tt 

It 

1945 

o o 

0 « 

16 

It 

(I 

tt 

tt 

ti 

It 

ft 

1944 

e 0 

21 

It 

51 

tt 

tt 

tt 

<1 

1943 

0 9 

23 

11 

11 

tt 

tt 

It 

II 

It 

1942 

9 e 

18 

It 

I! 

tt 

tl 

tl 

tl 

11 

1941 

0 0 

17 

It 

II 

It 

tl 

tl 

tt 

11 

1940 

« o 

19 

11 

II 

tt 

tt 

1! 

II 

II 

1939 

e e 

18 

lo  ITEM  CASES 


During  the  year  1 
Regulations . 

(a)  Pulmonary 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary 

The  fo Hovering  are 
years: - 


case  was  notified  in  accordance  with  the 


Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 


1 

0 

0 

0 


the  notifications  for  the  preceding  eleven 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 


1953 

o o 

o a 

0 

1 

. 1 

1952 

o o 

0 a 

1 

0 

1 

1951 

a o 

1 

0 

1 

1950 

a P 

2 

0 

2 

1949 

p a 

1 . 

1 

2 

1948 

• P 

0 

4 

4 

1947 

0 P 

2 

1 

3 

1946 

p p 

3 

2 

5 

1945 

p p 

2 

0 

2 

1944 

p p 

4 

0 

4 

1943 

9 p 

3 

4 

7 

1942 

p p 

9 9 

5 

1 

6 

2,  AGE  PERIODS 

( NEW 

CASES) 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

1954 

1954 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 year 

P 0 

a a 0 

0 

0 

0 

1 to  5 years 

9 P 

a o 

a a 

a a 0 

0 

0 

0 

5 to  10  years 

O • 

a » 

a a 

a a 0 

0 

0 

0 

10  to  15  years 

P P 

a « 

a a 

a a 0 

0 

0 

0 

15  to  25  years 

9 P 

o a 

a a 

a a 0 

0 

0 

0 

25  to  35  years 

<.  < 

a a 

a a 

a a 0 

0 

0 

0 

35  to  45  years 

» P 

. . 

a a 

a a 0 

0 

0 

0 

45  lo  55  years. 

P O 

a a 

9 P 

a a 0 

0 

0 

0 

55  to  65  years 

a P 

a a 

a a 

a a 1 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  over 

P P 

a a 

a a 

a a 0 

0 

0 

0 

6. 


MORTALITY  PROM  TUBERCULOSIS 


TOTAL  DEATHS,  1954  Nil. 

CAUSES  OP  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  UNDER  REVIEW 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 
Other  Tuberculosis  diseases 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria  • • 

Iliooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 


Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus 
Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasm 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 
Coronary  Disease,  Angina 
Hypertension  v/ith  Heart  Disease 
Other  Heart  Disease 
Other  Circulatory  Disease 
Influenza 
Pneumionia 
Bronchitis  . . 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum. . 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis.. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate.. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 
Congenital  Malformations 
Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  disease; 
Motor  vehicle  a.ccidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 


1954 

M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 
0 
0 

4 
6 
0 
2 
1 
0 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
2 
1 
0 
0 


p 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0. 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

A 

T 

3 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Total  - All  Causes 


27 


19 


7. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OP  THE  SURVEYOR,  ENGINEER  AND  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
POR  THE  BIDEPORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Grenville  House, 

The  Quay, 

Bideford . 


August,  1955  • 


TO  THE  CHAIRI'M  AND  MEIvIBERS  OP  THE 
BIDEPORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairmaji,  Lady  and  Gentlemens 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1954?  dealing 
with  matters  which  come  within  the  purview  of  this  Department. 

It  is  disappointing  to  have  to  comment  in  another  Report  such 
as  this,  that  the  provision  of  the  essential  service  of  main  v;ater 
supply  in  this  rural  district  has  not  progressed  as  it  v\/as  hoped 
would  have  been  the  case,  but  the  North  Devon  Water  Board,  who  are 
the  Statutory  Water  Undertakers  for  the  district,  are  at  the  time 
of  writing  this  Report,  carrying  out  considerable  works  in  the 
district  to  bring  this  inv3,luable  commodit^^  of  a piped  water  supply 
to  a large  part  of  the  district,  the  need  for  which  has  been  acutely 
felt  in  the  past  two  months. 

The  lack  of  a main  v/ater  supply  affects  the  whole  of  the 
remainder  of  the  services  in  the  district  to  a greater  or  lesser 
degree,  but  more  particularly  in  the  fields  of  sewerage  schemes  and 
housing  development,  which  are  both  intimately  connected  with  the 
availability  of  main  water  supplies. 

The  Council  are  in  my  op)inion  correctly  pursuing  a policy  of 
providing  main  sewerage  schemes  in  villages  as  soon  as  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  & Local  Govermment  will  permit,  to  be  in  a position  to 
deal  with  the  increased  amount  of  drainage  which  will  have  to  be 
dealt  with  when  main  water  reaches 'the  village,  which  w'uld 
otherv/ise  cause  a serious  nuisance.  'It  will  be  seen  later  in 
the  ^iGport  how  various  schemes  have  proceeded  during  the  year  under 
review. 


No  nevvT  houses  have  been  erected  by  the  Council  during  the  y'ar 
under  review  owing  to  lack  of  a suitable  and  sufficient  water  supply 
on  the  sites  owned  by  them,  but  at  Thornehill  Head  the  erection  of 
tv/o  houses  was  being  proceeded  with  since  a water  supply  to  serve 
them  was  available  from  an  existing  v\?ell,  whose  capabilities  with 
regard  to  purity  and  sufficiency  have  been  proved  over  a number  of 
years. 

New  legislation  during  the  year  dealing  ?/ith  housing  and 
slaughter-houses  opened  up  new  fields  of  activity  which  have  since 
become  part  and  parcel  of  the  routine  work  of  the  Department  - all 
the  initial  problems  having  been  satisfactorily  resolved  - in  my 
opinion,  easier  than  it  was  at  first  thought  they  would  be. 

Owing  to  financial  considerations,  it  has  not  yet  been  found 
possible  to  increase  the  refuse  collection  service  generally  in  the 
district,  but  it  is  suggested  that  this  is  the  one  service  which 
should  be  increased  as  soon  as  circumstances  allow.  If  at  some  time 

8. 


in  the  near  future  it  is  possible  to  have  more  frequent  refuse 
collections,  it  will  I think  he  possible  to  deal  with  a problem 
which  is  increasing  generally  in  the  district,  namely,  litter 
along  the  coastline  and  the  trunk  road,  and  it  is  thought  that  in 
this  connection  the  possible  answer  is  to  place  litter  baskets  at 
various  points  in  the  district,  which  could  be  emptied  by  the 
refuse  vehicle  if  visited  sufficiently  frequently.  At  the  moment 
this  question  of  litter  left  by  visitors  along  the  coast  and  on 
the  trunk  road  is  a problem,  not  present  to  a degree  it  is  in 
some  districts,  but  nevertheless  it  is  increasing,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  press  and  radio  comment  may  help  lessen  this  litter  problem. 

During  the  year  under  review  sporadic  camping  and  caravaning 
in  neighbouring  districts  for  short  periods  in  the  year  has  been 
stopped  by  action  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1947, 
and  this  has  led  to  more  caravan  and  tented  camping  in  various 
parts  along  the  coast,  since  camping  sites  in  other  districts  are 
full  or  nearly  full  at  the  height  of  the  season.  This  form  of 
holiday  is  steadily  increasing  year  by  year,  and  I am  sure  the 
district  will  have  its  full  quota  of  holiday  makers  vyho  take  this 
sort  of  holiday,  and  who  bring  their  problems  to  the  Local  Authority. 
The  difficulties  this  question  may  bring,  and  has  brought  to  some 
districts  can  be  prevented  largely  by  planning  control,  and  allowing 
certain  areas  to  be  used  for  this  purpose,  and  preventing  general 
indiscriminate  camping  and  ca,ra,vaning  along  the  whole  of  the  coast- 
line, v/hich  has  been  rightly  scheduled  as  one  of  high  landscape 
value . 

The  remainder  of  the  Report  follov\^s  its  customary  form,  giving 
details,  in  statistical  form  and  otherwise,  of  all  the  various 
aspects  and  responsibilities  of  the  Department,  existing  services 
and  intimating  how  these  are  to  be  improved. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  assistance 
generally  in  my  duties,  and  more  particularly  for  their  help  when 
dealing  v/ith  certain  local  matters  v/hen  the  assistance  of  someone 
with  local  knov/ledge  is  of  prime  importance,  and  the  staff  of  the 
Department  for  their  support  and  co-operation. 

I am,  Mr,  Chairman,  Lady  & Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


9. 


HOUSING 


The  follov/ing  table  enumerates  the  nmuher  of  houses  owned  by 
the  Council  in  the  various  Parishes  and  whether  pre-vmr,  v/ar-time 
or  post-war  houses s~ 

Pre-war  Houses 

Abbot sham 
Alwington 
Buckland  Brewer 
Clovelly 
Hart land 
Littleham 
Monkleigh 
Parkham 
Woolsery 


Total  . . 


War-t  ime  Houses 

In  1944  the  Council  built  four  houses 2- 

Natcott,  Hartland  ..  00  ..  . „ ,.2 

Crosspark,  Woolsery  ..  ..  ,,  ..2 


Tota,l  o , . « 0 . .a  . = 4 


Post-war  Houses 

Abbot sham 

Alwington 

Buckland  Brewer 

Bulkworthy 

Clovelly 

East  Put ford  » . 

Hartland 

Littleham 

Monkleigh 

Parkhem 


88 


INSPECTION  OP  COUNCIL  HOUSES 


During  the  year  Members  of  the  Council  have  inspected  all 
Council  houses,  which  gave  them  an  opportunity  to  see  for  themselves 
conditions  prevailing  at  the  various  Council  estates,  and  it  was 
found  that  by  far  the  majority  of  tenants  in  Council  houses  are  very 
careful  tenants,  and  do  their  utmost  to  look  after  the  property, 
and  it  is  my  personal  opinion  that  the  inspection  did  a lot  to 
improve  some  of  those  tenants  who  a,ro  not  a,ll  that  one  would  desire. 

HOUSING  ACTS,  I936  - 94. 


A nuiiiber  of  applications  for  grants  towards  the  cost  of 
conversion  p„nd/br  inprovenont  works  on  propv.rties  were  received 
during  the  year,  an-'  grants  involving  paj^^ent  of  £2,075  wore  ppj^roved 
for  five  properties.  Three  of  these  properties  have  been  improved 
v/ith  the  aid  of  grants,  in  one  case  including  a conversion,  and 
work  on  the  remaining  two  properties  ha.s  commenced  recently. 
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A numlDer  of  applications  received  during  the  year  were 
subsequently  approved  by  the  Council  for  grants,  and  others 
v;ere  withdrawn  for  various  reasons. 

One  property  v/as  closed  during  the  year  under  Section  12 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  as  amended  'by  the  Local  Governunent 
(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953?  and  an  undertaking  has 
been  accepted  in  respect  of  another  property  which  was  unfit 
for  human  habitation,  and  v^rhich  was  the  subject  of  an  applic- 
ation for  a grant  for  improvement  works,  which  work  has  yet 
to  be  put  in  hand. 

The  new  housing  slum  clearance  legislation  passed  during 
the  year,  requiring  a return  of  unfit  houses,  etc.  to  be  made 
to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government,  has  occupied  a 
considerable  proportion  of  time,  and  the  return  required  by 
the  I’lnister  v/as  subsequently  sent  indicating  the  number  of 
unfit  houses  to  be  dealt  with,  and  these  will  be  dealt  with 
as  existing  tenancies  permit,  and  our  housing  position  allov/s, 

WATER  SUPPLIES 


PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  undermentioned  villag:es  in  the  district  are  served 
with  piped  water  supplies:; - 


Abbot sham 


Buckland  Brewer 
Lower  Clovelly 
Higher  Clovelly 
Hartland 


Water  obtained  from  the  mains  of 
the  Hortham  Urban  Bistrict  Council, 
which  reservoir  is  situated  at 
B/Ielbury  in  the  Parish  of  Parkham. 

The  Urban  Council  have  permitted 
new  connections  to  this  main  during 
the  year  under  reviev/,  being  a 
reversal  of  the  policy  recently 
adopted  by  them. 

Emergency  scheme,  providing  stand 
pipe  supply  only. 

An  improved  supply  is  nov7  available 
to  the  village. 

Burford  water  supply  scheme  completed  ~ 
domestic  connections  being  made. 

War-time  emergency  scheme  only  with 
very  limited  supply  of  water  in  the 
summery  the  majority  of  houses  in  the 
tov/n  are  served  by  stand  pipes  only, 
but  a number  of  new  connections  to 
the  main  have  been  allowed.  This 
supply  is  augmented  by  the  Burford 
water  scheme  at  Higher  Clovelly. 


It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  .able  to  report  that  the  North 
Devon  Water  Board  are  now  bringing  wa.tcr  into  the  district,  ?-ind 
the  next  Annual  Report  will  contain  news  of  improved  conditi-^ns 
generally  in  a large  part  ^f  the  district. 

PAR3I  v.'aTER  SUPPLIES 


P'^ur  pr^.p^.sed  farm  v/ater  supply  schemes  were  investigated 
during  the  year  at  the  request  of  the  Devon  A;gri cultural 
Executive  Committee. 
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?/here  metallic  pipes  are  proposed  for  the  supply,  the  V/ater 
is  tested  for  its  equivalent  p.H.  value,  and  if  the  water  is  found 
to  he  of  an  acid  chara,cter,  such  information  is  passed  to  the 
applicant  who  is  advised  to  use  non  metallic  service  pipes. 

oATlR  SAIl'LhS 


Thirty  sam.ples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  and/or 
che.  deal  examination  from  all  sources  during  the  year,  and  where 
unsatisfactory  results  were  reported,  advice  was  given  regarding 
means  to  be  adopted  to  sterilise  the  water  as  a temporary  m^easure, 
prior  to  permanent  steps  being  taken  to  exclude  the  source  of 
contamination,  or  an  alternative  supply  being  brought  into  use. 

Details  of  samples  taken  and  the  results  are  given  here  under 2 ~ 

Council  house 

Private  l^ells  Vdter  Supplies 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

6 21  0 4 

The  figures  given  above,  being  results  of  water  samples  taken 
from  various  sources,  are  again  indicative  of  the  need  for  adequate 
and  pure  v/ater  supplies. 


SEVffiRAGE 


The  undermentioned  villages  in  the  district  arc  wholly/  or 
partially  served  by  a sewerage  scheme? - 

Abbotsham 
Buckland  Brev/er 
Lo¥;er  Clovelly 
Horns  Cross 
Hartland 
Parkham 
V/oolsery 


During  the  year  improvements  have  been  made  to  the  Woolsery 
sewage  disposal  v/orks,  and  this  is  now  satisfactory. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Council  to  provide  sewerage  schemes 
to  the  undermentioned  villages  during  the  next  few  years,  and  as  a 
general  principle,  the  villages  will  be  sewered  in  order  of  receiving 
the  mains  v/ater  supply,  in  accordance  with  the  polic.y  of  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government ? - 

Higher  Clovelly 

Monkleigh 

Ford 

Fairy  Cross 
Bucks  Mills 
Littleham 
Saltrens 
Stoke 


In  the  remainder  of  the  district,  the  density  of  dwelling 
houses  is  such  that  individual  disposal  systems  must  be  utilised? 
it  v/ould  be  an  uneconomical  proposition  to  provide  a sewerage  scheme. 

During  the  year  reports  on  sewerage  schemes  for  Higher  Clovelly, 
Monkleigh  and  Saltrens  have  been  made  to  the  Council,  and  proposed 
schemes  in  these  areas  are  proceeding,  the  position  at  the  time  of 
vnriting  the  report  being  that  the  Saltrens  scheme  is  nearly  complete, 
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the  Monkleigh  schene  it  is  hoped,  v/ill  be  carried  out  in  1956, 
and  the  Higher  Clovelly  schene  at  a later  date. 

The  sewers  and  sev\/age  disposal  works  at  Hartland  have 
given  much  trouble  recently,  and  as  a temporary  measure  the 
West  Street  sewer  has  been  extended  to  abate  a nuisance. 

The  principle,  accepted  by  the  Council,  that  a sev/erage 
scheme  is  the  only  answer  to  the  problems  at  Hartland,  is 
receiving  considera.tion , and  a site  for  a new  sewage  disposal 
works  has  been  ear-marked  and  the  scheme  'will  be  proceeded 
with  shortly,  but  the  gcnero.l  financial  embargo  on  nev;  schemes 
imposed  by  the  Treasury  leads  one  to  the  conclusion  it  will 
yet; be  some  years  before  a new  sewera-ge  scheme  is  provided  in 
Hartland  Tov/n. 


PUELIC  CLEAN SINS 


Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  contract  in  the 
undermentioned  Parishes  and  Villages; - 


Abbot sham  Parish 
Alwington  ” 

Parkham  " 

V/oolsery  " 

Littleham  ” 

Landcross  " 

Ivionkleigh  " 

Buckland  Brewer  Parish 
Clovelly  Village 
Higher  Clovelly 
Hartland  Town 
Stoke  ♦ • « • » • 


Bi-monthly 

rr 

n 

rt 

?r 

tf 

n 

Twice  weekly 
Monthly 
Weekly 
Monthly 


POOD  ADMINISTRATION 

Inspections  are  made  at  various  times  of  properties  from 
v/hich  food  and  ice  cream  is  sold,  and  in  which  it  is  manufact- 
ured, and  conditions  generally  are  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Ice  cream  sold  from  sight  properties  is  delivered  pre- 
packed and  sold  to  the  public  in  that  state. 


MEAT  AND  POOD  INSPECTION 


The  new  Slaughter-houses  Act,  which  came  into  force  during 
the  year,  was  the  subject  of  considerable  discussion  by  the 
Council,  v;ho,  in  my  opinion,  adopted  the  correct  attitude  with 
regard  to  small  private  slaughter-houses  by  passing  a 
resolution  that  they  were  of  the  opinion  that  no  such  premises 
should  be  opened  since  the  public  slaughter-house  of  the 
Bideford  Borough  served  the  needs  of  the  rural  district  very 
satisfactorily,  and  in  any  case  this  was  much  more  satisfactory 
from  many  points  of  view,  not  least  of  them  being  the  fact 
that  slaughter-houses  in  use  before  the  v\^ar  were  poorly  situated, 
unhygenic,  and  in  many  ways  unsatisfactory,  and  100^  meat 
inspection  proved  to  be  impossible  because  of  the  number  of 
small  premises  opened  and  the  distance  apart,  with  the  consequent 
danger  to  the  public. 

The  Ministry  of  Pood,  hov/ever,  failed  to  appreciate  this 
position,  or  for  other  reasons  best  known  to  themselves,  over- 
ruled this  Council's  resolution,  with  the  result  that  tv;o 
private  slaughter-houses  have  since  been  opened  and  an  attempt 
has  been  made  to  make  them  reasonably/  suitable  for  use  as  such. 
These,  however,  have  been  very  little  used  - had  they  been- , 
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there  is  no  question  that  100^  moat  inspection  would  have  been 
impossible,  and  there  would  have  been  a return  to  the  very 
unsatisfactory  state  which  existed  before  the  war. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Government  will  soon  finalise  their  plan 
for  centralised  slaughtering,  and  bring  it  into  affect,  which  will 
give  much  better  conditions  generally,  and  complete  control  over 
the  whole  process. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  one  slaughter-house  remained 
licensed  by  the  Council,  which  is  used  exclusively  for  the  slaughter 
of  horses,  but  which  was  not  used  during  the  year  at  all. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACT,  1949 

There  is  one  non-producer  retailer  of  milk  registered  in  the 
district , 

The  majority  of  milk  from  this  dairy  is  sold  in  the  Borough 
of  Bideford  wdiere  samples  of  milk  are  taken  from  time  to  time. 

BUILLING  LICENSING 


Up  to  the  month  of  April  during  the  year  under  review  a 
number  of  licenses  were  issued  by  the  Council  for  va,rious  works 
on  existing  properties  and  licenses  were  issued  for  new  private 
houses . 

Since  this  time,  hov/ever,  the  building  licensing  position  has 
eased  considerably,  and  now  licenses  are  no  longer  required  for 
new  houses  or  for  works  of  repair  to  existing  properties. 

PLANS 


Hereunder  are  dctamls  of  plans  submitted  to  the  Council  for 
consideration  under  the  Building  Byelaws  and  the  To'wn  and  Country 
Planning  Act,  1947 » 

BUILDING  BYELAWS 


Number  approved  unconditionally  . . . . . . . . 14 

Number  approved  conditionally  , , . . . . . . 13 

TOLU  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT,  1947 

Number  approved  unconditionally  , . . . . . . . 29 

Number  approved  conditionally  . . . . . . . . 38 

Number  refused  , , . . . , . , . . . . 5 
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FAOTORITilS  ACTS,  1937  and.  I948 


PrescrilDed  particulars  on  the  administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1947 

1 , IFilFFCTIQFS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number  of 

Number 

Inspect- 

Writ- 

Occupiers 

on  Reg- 

ions 

ten 

Prosecuted 

Rif 

(4) 

Notices 

(5) 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  3 5 
Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  to  he 
enforced  h^^  Local 
Authorities , 


(ii)  Factories  not  in-  11  21 

eluded  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority o 


(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
V'/hich  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
work er  s ' premises) 


TOTAL  14  26 


2.  CASTS  IF  "/HIGH  DEFECTS  '^'LJRE  FOLTO 


Particulars 

(1) 


Sanitary 

Conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insuffic- 

ient 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defect- 
ive 


Number 

of  cases  in  which 

0 

0 

def  e 

cts  were  found 

cases  in 
which 

Referred 

prosec- 

Remed- 

To H,M.  By  H.fL 

utions  v/ere 

Found 

ied 

Inspector  Inspector 

instituted 

(3) 

(4) 

(5)  (6) 

(7) 
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SIBMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 


Details  of  visits,  re-visits  and.  interviews  etc.  made  in 
connection  with  the  work  of  the  Department  during  the  year 
a,re  given  hereunder? - 


'Cater  Supplies 
Drainage  and  Sewerage 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
Public  Conveniences  . . 

Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Disposal 
R0.ts  and  Iviice  . . 

Miscella„neous  Sanitary  Visits 
Water  Samples  . . 

Building  Licensing 
Planning  and  New  Building  . . 
Council  Housing  - General.  . , 
Number  of  Housing  Inspected  under 

t!  if  If  If  il 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits 

Slaughter-houses 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

Milk  and  Dairies 

Petroleum 

Factories  and  Workshops 


Public  Health  Acts 
Housing  " 


210 

497 

64 

32 

35 

46 

2 

42 

30 

30 
382 
723 

13 

107 

2 

19 

12 

31 
2 

15 

26 


It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  no  Statutory  Notice  for 
any  matter  was  served  b3^  the  Council  during  the  year  under 
review,  other  than  closure  of  a house  under  the  Housing  Act, 

1936. 


0 0 0 


